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Alexandre Just, a representative of the Swiss firn, Sola Ltdo, 
Rue de la Rotisserie 6, Geneva, arrived in Trieste to try to interest the 
Yugoslav Government in Czech goods which had been ordered by the Yugoslav 
Government in 1946-1948 but had not been delivered after the Cominform rift. 
Inasmuch as these items had been ordered to fit specific Yugoslav needs and 
requirements, more than 70 percent of them proved to be useless to other nations 
and therefore could not be disposed of by the Czechs. 


25X1A 1. 


2. Because of the Cominform split, the goods could not be delivered to the Yugoslavs 
through normal commercial channels. Consequently, the Czechs offered them at @ 
25 to 30 percent reduction to Sola Ltd., which, in turn, hoped to interest the 
Yugoslav Government, through the auspices of Nicola Agic, current head of the 
Trieste Yugoslav Economic Delegation, in the purchase of the goods in return for 
Yugoslav raw materials, equitable compensation or currencye 


3, Just also went to Trieste as the agent of 17. Kuhn and Son, of Orpund near Biel, 

Switzerland, a firm manufacturing wood and circular saws, saws for the manufacture 

o of costume jewelry, metal saws, wire saws, polishing machines and agricultural 
and garden tools. This firm had been working on large Yugoslav orders which 
had been partially filled and satisfactorily paid for by the Yugoslavs up to 
September 1949. After that time, the Yugoslavs had lacked the necessary hard 
currency and the quantity and value of Yugoslav exports to Switzerland had 
decreased sharply. Consequently, Kuhn and Son were unwilling to fill or accept 
further Yugoslav orders without concrete assurances of payment. Since September 
1949, Kuhn and Son had completed for, but not delivered to, Yugoslavia equipment 
valued at 657,568 Swiss francs, and in January, February and “arch of 1950, had 
commenced work on equipment valued at an additional 700,000 Swiss francs. 


4 To persuade Kuhn and Son to deliver the aforementioned merchandise, Belgrade 
proposed two methods of effecting payment: 


a; Through a three month draft guaranteed by the Yugoslav National Banke 


bo A compensation offer whereby the Yugoslavs would supply railroad cross= 
ties at 19 Swiss francs apiece, CIF Buchs. 
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§, This proposal was deemed unacceptable by Kuhn and Son because Swiss Banks 
refused to honor such drafts, considering the political risk too great, 
This second propesel was refused by Kuhn and Son on the grounds that they were 
not acquainted with that type of material, and the fact that the Union Railroads, 
the only Swiss buyer of cross-ties, had already dealt directly with the Yugoslavs 
in the matter, In addition, Kuhn and Son learned that the Swiss marked in cross= 
ties already is glutted by offers from Swiss firms. 


6, In November of 1949, Kuhn's son visited Belgrade and unsuccessfully tried to 
negotiate a settlement. The Yugoslav Ministry of Forest Economy repeatedly 
emphasized the need for the ordered goods and was supported by statements made 
by Tehnopromet, the official purchaser of the ordered merchandise. Kuhn's son 
returned to Switzerland without taking action in the light of the lack of 
Yugoslav ready funds for payment. Upon learning of Just's proposed trip to 
Trieste to contact responsible Yugoslay authorities, Kuhn and Son commissioned 
him to discuss the matter there because they had heard that Tehnopromet was 
preparing new orders for 1950. 


7. The goods formerly ordered by Yugoslavia, which are now being offered for sale 
to Sola ltd., by Ferromet of Czechoslovakia, ali CIF the Czech border, are 
listed below: 


@ 363 railroad car wheels, weighing 36,115 kilograms, ordered by Generalna 
Direkcija Zelezgnica, Belgrade, order mumber 12461, dated 13 August 1948; 
Invoiced by Ferromet in Prague on 19 October 1949 as order number 66539, 
these wheels were manufactured by the Skoda Works at Pilsen at a value 
of 10,588.35. 


b. 52 streetcar wheels, weighing &,402 kilograms, ordered by Gradski Flektrik 
framvaj, order number 1781/48, dated 26 July 1948. Invoiced by Ferromet 
iin Prague on 19 October 1949 as order number 66457, these wheels were 
manufactured by the Skoda Works at Pilsen and valued at $2,100.50. 


e, 160 meters of rotary transmission roll chain, weighing 2,680 kilograms, 
ordered for Rudnab (Rudarski Nabawni Zavod - Mines Procurement Division). 


d, 91,012 kilograms of steel-aluminum wire ordered by Tehnopromet for Biro 
za Inostrane Nabavke Elektroprivrede. Inveiced by Ferromet on 27 March 
1950 as order number 69-519/22, the wire, to be loaded at Bohumin rail- 
road station, was valued at $88,827.71 and rolled on 77 reels valued at 
$3,080, for a total of $91,907.71. This amount is payable by irrevocable 
letter of credit with the Ziyvnostenska Banka, Department "MI", Prague. 


@. 173,680 kilograms of steel forgings, ordered by Biro za Inostrane Nabavke 
Elektroprivrede, Belgrade, order numbers 61622 and 62881, Invoiced by 
Ferronet in Prague on 19 October 1949 as order number 663846/Wu/Cy, and as 
work number 102130/1/22, these forgings are to be loaded at the railroad 
station at Vitkovice, priced at $38,834.85. Breakdown of weights ia as 


follows: » 

1) 80 steel forgings weighing 4,000 kus. 

2) 90 * a n 7,000 7, 

3) 100 * a n 4,000 =, 

4) 105 * a e 54,000 * , 

5) 15 8 " # 60,000 9 , 

6) 60 #8 " 8,460 " sige 65 x 5000 mm. 
7) 60 & a # 11,220 * size 75 x 5000 mm, 
8) 175 ® n ® 15,000 3, 

CONFIDENTIAR: 


eSHERTT/CONTROL = U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005200030003-2 


cnn 


Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005200030003-2 


CoNFIDENTIAL# 
STCRET/CONTROL ~ U. S, OFFICIALS ONLY 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 25X1A 


a i ———| 


f. 16 square rigging bars weighing 9,120 kilograms, ordered by Generalna 
Direkcija za Naftu i Plin (General Management for Oil and Gas) e 
Invoiced by Ferromet in Prague on LU, October 1949 as order number 
66838/Sba/Hk and as work number 21/102106/14F, the rigging bars are 
walued at $17,347.20 payable by irrevocable, divisible letter of 
eredit opened in favor of Ferromet with Zivnostenska Banka, Prague, 
payable against copy of the invoice and bill of lading. A description 
of the rigging bars follows: 


16 square rigging bars, 3-$" = 88.9 mm., length 36" ~ 11582 plus or 
minus 50 mm., reinforced at both ends, with right hand thread APT Lyon? 
on the top, drilled the entire length 50.8m., plus or minus 0.8 mmo, 
made from carbon steel normalized and annealed before working (sic). 


g. 13 shafts weighing 25,805 kilograms, built according to design number 
727 Vag, valued at $7,566; 12 shafts weighing 28,500 kilograms design 
number 764 Vsp, valued et $6,388; 2 regulating shafts weighing 10,700 
Kilograms, constructed according to design number 1060+2, valued at 
$3,500; and 305 round iron bars, three to six meeters in length, 
weighing 22,000 kilograms, valued at $4,382.40 ordered by Biro 2a 
Tnostrane Nabavke Elektroprivrede, Belgrade. Irvoiced by Ferronet 
on 10 October 1949 in Prague as order number 66828/4U/Cy, and as work 
number 10207/1/22, these items are to be loaded at the railroad station 
at Vitkovice,. 


he 9 iron pots for melting lead weighing 117,540 kilograms with covers, 
ordered by Rudnab (Rudarski Nabavni Zavod) >» Invoiced by Ferromet in 
Prague on 27 April 1950 as order number 66748/Tk/Hira and as work 
number 101928100862, Ferromet promised immediate delivery of three 
pots and covers from stock, two more pots and covers after nine months 
and then one pot and cover every six weeks thereafter. The description 
follows: 


9 iron melting pots for melting lead, capacity 280 tons, electrically 
welded seams, diameter 4,115 mm, height 2,863 mm, thickness of plate 
32 wm, cut plates 38 mm, rim plates 32 mn, total weight of nine pot: 
98,100 kilograms, price $6,339 per pot. 


9 pot covers, total weight for nine is 19,440 kilograms, 2,057.5 mm, 
yadius 32 mm, thick, depth of rim about 623 mm, clean pressed with raw 
rins cut by autogen with an allowance of 10 mm, cost $25.68 per cover. 


i. 2 rollers weighing 2,260 kilograms, constructed according to design 
number 1441, erdered by Glavna Uprava Brodogracnje (General Management 
of Shipyards). Invoiced by Ferromet in Prague on 19 October 1949 as 
order number 66681/ifu and work number 112-646¢e, the rollers are valued 
at $225.60 and are to be sent from the plant at Vitkovice, with delivery 
promised within two months after the order has been placed. 


jo 29 steel forgings weighing 39,710 kilograms ordered by Glavna Uprava 
Brodogradnje, order number /,57/L8/ i Py. Invoiced by Ferromet on 
19 October 1949 as order munber 66627/iu/Cy and work number 101830/1/22, 
the forgings were made at the Vitkovice ‘plant and were valued at 
$9,399.80. Description of the forgings follows: 


20 forgings, size 200 x 4,650 mm. weighing 23,000 kilograms, $5,600.80 _ 


3 # 200 x 3,250 mmm. " 9,630 " 2,109.00 

6 " m 215 x 4,100 ima. q 7,089 " 1,690.00 
: . Total $9 399.80 
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k. 1 motorboat propellor shift weighing 235 kilograms ordered for Riba 
of Zagreb. Invoiced by Ferromet on 19 Cetober 1949 as order number 
66414/ia and work number 101.996/1,'22, the shaft was constructed by 
the plant at Vitkovice according to design number 425/47 and is 
valued at $714.00. 


1. 1,285 pairs of tungarian type railroad car axles weighing 51,608 
kilograms, ordered by Tehnopromet, Belgrade. 


m. § half-hardened cylinders weighing 35,710 kilograms, ordered by 
Rudnab for the steel mills at “enicu. Invoiced by Ferromet on 
14 October 1949 as order number $6288/Sba/Hk, these cylinders are 
valued at $9,170 payable by an irrevocable, divisible letter of 
credit opened in favor of Ferroset with the Civnostenska Danka 
against the bill of lading and copy of the invoice. Description 
of the cylinders follows: 


Quantity lalf-hardened Cylinders eight kes. Value in US dollars 


1 640 x 1,400 3 5850 £ 977.90 
3 640 x 1,000 85450 2,146.30 
3 558 x 1,400 8,710 2,212.30 
i 960 x 2,200 Ly ,700 3,933.70 


n. 75 rollers weighing 212,350 kilograms ordered by (udnab, order 
number Jugoinvesticija 1~-1/I-3-4. Invoiced by rerromet in lrague 
on 19 Cetober 1949 as order mumber 66015, these rollers were mde 
at the plant of Vitkovice und valued at 41,453.69. Deseripticn 
by lot number follows: 


Quantity Roller size (mm. ) Weight krs. Value in US dollars 
Lot flo. 1 
5 282 x 500 1,550 
5 282 x 800 2,300 
4 285 x 500 1,320 
3 308 x 800 1,710 
2 310 x 800 1,140 
3 312 x 600 1,710 
1 385 x 800 900 
2 380 x 800 1,880 
Total 12,510 $3 5407.72 
Lot Ho. 2 
8 390 x 1,000 $,960 $2,225.66 
Lot Ho. 
2 315 x 500 860 
1 330 x 800 600 
1 340 x 800 600 
Total: 2,000 4.29 «30 
Lot No. & 
1 450 x 1,400 1,850 
2 476 x 1,400 4,040 
1 515 x 1,400 2,940 
4 525 x 1,400 11,760 
1 537 x 1,400 3.2930 
Total 23,640 $3,980.98 
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juantity Roller size (mm.) weight kgs. Value in US dollars 
Lot lo. 5 
. 1 557 x 1,400 3 5200 
3 565 x 1,400 9,900 
6 571 x 1,400 19,800 
Total 32,900 $5 5540.36 
Lot Ho. 6 
2 685 x 1,750 10,720 
3 688 x 1,750 17,400 
1 76 x 1,200 1,830 
1 758 x 1,200 4,900 
3 828 x 1,200 15,000 
Total 52,850 $12,013.94, 
Lot No. 7 
1 558 x 1,400 25930 
2 650 x 1,400 : 
Total 12,170 $2,049.45 
Lot No. 8 
L 795 x 2,200 9,700 
1 800 x 2,200 9,700 
2 860 x 2,200 22,000 
1 900 x 2,200 11,860 
1 950 x 2,200 14,000 
 qotal 67, 260 $12,806.30 


Ge 36 square iron bars and 29 round iron bars, total weiht 104,660 
“kilograms, ordered by Glavna Uprava Brodogradnje, Investicija, 
order number 63250. Invoiced by Ferromet in Frague on 19 October 
1949 as order No. 67.044/iiu/Cy and work number 113678/1/22, these 
iron bars come from the plant at Vitkovice and are valued at 
#€23,227.96. A description follows: 


quantity Sguare bars Size (mm. ) weight kes. Value in US dollars 


10 100 x 4,000 3,400 $ 897.60 

8 200 x 4,000 10,880 2,458.88 

g 250 x 4,000 17, 200 3,680.80 

5 300 x 4,000 15,250 3,263.50 

5 350 x 4,000 20,750 4 4hO0.50 

Quantity Round bars Size (mm.) Weight kgs. Value in US dollars 

10 150 x 4,000 6,000 wa 584.00 

7 200 x 4,000 7,490 1,692.74 

7 250 x 4,000 11,690 2,641.94 © 

5 300 x 4,000 12,000 . 2,568.00 


p.- 6.5 metric tons of seamless steel drilling pipe, tyne 1, made from 
material with the strength of 55 to 56 kilograms per square millimeter, 
ordered by Tehnopromet in order number 402 dated 16 July 1947. 


qe 315 meters of seamless steel pipe weighing 12,750 kilograms, ordered 
by Generalna Direkcija Metalurgiske Industrije (General Management of 
the Hetalurgical Industry) for the Djuro Djakoviec fuctory at Slavonski 
Brod. Ordered on or about 6 June 1947. 
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r. 1,834 meters of 38 millimeter seamless steel boiler pipe, made from 
special chrome-molybdenum steel, weighing 4,750 kilograms, ordered by 
Generalna Direkcija Metalurgiske Industrije for the Djure Djakovic 
factory at Slavonski Brod. 


8. 32 pieces of 41.5 millimeter seamless steel pipe, made from S.M. 
Flussstahl (sic), type Ct 35, weight 600 kilograms, ordered by 
Tehnopromet for the iron works at Vares, order No. 751/47. 


t. About 2,999 meters of seamless steel boiler pipe weighing 8,750 kilo- 
grams, about 1,102 meters of seamless steel pipe with smooth ends 
weighing 3,400 kilograms, and about 363 meters of seamless steel coiled 
pipe weighing 400 kilograms, ordered by Glavna Uprava Brodogradnje 
(General Management of Shipyards). 


u. 355 pieces of seamless steam pipe weighing 14,950 kilograms ordered 
by Jugoslovenska Linijska Plovidba (Yugoslav Ship Lines) at Rijeka. 


v. 107 meters of seamless steel nipe with smooth ends, weighing 3,780 
kilograms, ordered by Generalna Direkcija Elektroprivrede, order 
-No. N 3227/1, for the power station at Veliki Kostolac. 


w. 411 neters of seamless steel vipe weighing 2,055 kilograms ordered 
by Generalna Direkcija Elektronrivrade, order No. N 3227/1, for the 
power station at Zenica. . 


x. 754 pieces of seamless boiler and exhaust pipe, strength of 35 to 43 
kilograms per square millimeter, weighing 9,620 kilograns, ordered 
by Tehnopromet, Belgrade, order number 157L/R/U/III 2001-2009 dated 
26 February 1948. 


ys 29 pieces of. seamless steel pipe mide from S, Mi. Flussstahl, according 
to the specifications of the certificate of Lloyd's Register of Shipping, 
London, weighing 6,903 kilograms, ordered by Tehnopromet, Belgrade, 
under the same order number as sub-para. x) above. 


z. 47,000 kilograms of normal length flat steel. Ordered by Tehnopromet, 
Belgrade, order Ho. 1815/RU/2/3/D dated 5 dune 1948. 


aa. 10 drill collars weighing 3,600 kilograms ordered by Tehnopromet, 
Belgrade. Invoiced by Ferromet in Irague on 22 :pril 1950 as order 
No. 66840, work number 10207/1/22, these drill collars are valued at 
261,500 Czech crowns, payable by irrevocable, divisible letter of 
credit, opened with Zivnosteskna Banka, Frague, against a cony of the 
invoice and the bill of lading. A description follows: 


3.5 inch F.H. a 20, length 6,100 mm., other details according to 
~PI (Table 4/447) with elevator mounting, nut thread on upper ends 
and pivot thread on other end; StC 60.61, annealed, including cast 
iron thread protectors (sic). 


8. Before Just left Switzerland for Trieste, WW. Kuhn and Son provided him with 
a list of saw blades sade of first class Swedish chrome-nickel steel ordered 
by Tehnopromet under order number EB VI/5 & 6080/103. Kuhn stated the 
blades were ready for delivery and requested that Just discuss their disposal 
with appropriate Yugoslav officials in Trieste. A particl list follows: 
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Quantity Size in mm. Cost per unit in Swiss francs Total Cost 
50 1,050 x 140 x 1.6 11.53 516.50 
35 1,200 x 120 x 1.6 11.15 390.25 
45 1,200 x 140 x 1.6 12.45 560.25 
50 1,250 x 140 x 1.6 14.25 712.50 
30 1,300 x 130 x 1.6 12.85 385.50 
200 1,300 x 140 x 1.6 14.25 2,850.00 
30 1,300 x 150 x 1.8 15.60 468.00 
60 1,300 x 160 x 1.8 16.25 975 .00 
60 1,300 x 140 x 1.8 14.95 897.00 
L0 1,350 x 150 x 1.8 16.95 678.00 
50 1,350 x 160 x 1.8 18.30 915.00 
70 1,400 x 130 x 1.8 15.20 1,064.00 
60 1,400 x 140 x 1.8 16.25 975.00 
100 1,400 x 160 x 1.8 18.30 1,830.00 
50 1,450 x 140 x 1.8 17.60 880.00 
170 1,500 x 140 x 1.8 17.60 2,992.00 
100 1,300 x 160 x 1.8 19.65 1,965.00 
30 1,550 x 130 x 1.8 18.30 549.00 
20 1,550 x 160 x 1.8 21.05 421.00 
20 1,600 x 140 x 1.8 18.95 379.00 
10 1,650 x 160 x 2.2 25.10 251.00 
20 1,700 x 160 x 1.8 22035 447.00 
20 1,800 x 140 x 2.0 23.05 1461.00 
10 1,900 x 160 x 2.0 27 20 271.00 
20 2,000 x 160 x 2.0 29.15 583.00 
250 1,200 x 140 x 1.6 12.45 3,112.50 
200 1,250 x 140 x 1.6 14.25 ; 2,850.00 
350 1,300 x 140 x 1.6 14.25 4,987 50 
150 1,350 x 140 x 1.6 15.60 2,340.00 
540 1,400 x 150 x 1.8 16.95 9,153.00 
325 1,450 x 150 x 1.8 18.30 5,947.50 
600 1,500 x 150 x 1.8 18.30 10,980.00 
150 1,535 x 160 x 2.0 22.40 3,360.00 


Alexandre Just was born on 14 January 1880 in Ostrov, District of Piestany, 
Czechoslovakia. He holds Czech passport number 3628/170/49 issued 24 January 
1949 by the Czech Embassy in Eelgrade, valid until 2) January 1951. Just 
speaks fluent German and Hungarian, good Czech, Slovak, Serbo-Croat, and a 
little French. : 


During orld Gar I, Just served in the .ustro-llungarian Army as a first 
lieutenant and, at that tinc, resided legally in Vienna. In 1934, he settled 
in Zagreb as a businessmin and later, in the same capacity, went to Belgrade. 
In Zagreb, he resided at Gregorjanceva UL. 35, telephone number 23-100. 


ifter Jorld Var II, Just worked as special delegate and representative to 
Yugoslavia for the Czech Import-Export firm Centrokomise, la Florenci 5, 
Prague II. In this capacity, he did large-scale business on a compensation 
and barter oasis between Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia and often traveled 
between the two countries at the expense of his employers. ifter the 
Cominform rift, Just returned to Czechoslovakia because he could no longer 
transact business for his firm with the Yugoslavs. For a time he lived 
with his daughter, Livia, who was studying at the University of Irague, 
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until the political situation in Czechoslovakia beca:se a menace to them. 
In 1949, he sent his daughter to Vienna und shortly thereafter he went 

to Switzerland, where he found employment with Sola Ltd., a financial 

and commercial firm owned and managed by 4 certain “eller, a Swiss citizen 
and a very wealthy man with a son in the Swiss diplomatic service. 


12. A widower, Just has three daughters, The eldest daughter is mirried to a 
Russian engineer and currently lives with her husband in the USSR. The 
second daughter also married an engineer, w certain lans Paul with whom 
she is now liviny at Joanelligasse 3, Vienna VI, telephone B-24161-2. The 
youngest daughter, Livia, studied in Prague until persuaded by her father 
to leave for Viennx. She currently is residing with her married sister, 
Mrs. Paul in Vienna. 
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